U.S. General Services Administration 
          Center for Information Technology Accommodation (CITA) 
                       Assistive Technology Showcase 
 May 2004 Assistive Technology Day 

Have you ever wanted to communicate with a Deaf or Hard of Hearing employee or customer instantly? No classes, no training, and no sign language.  This months Assistive Technology Day event will focus on the new product Interpretype, the conversation piece.
Interpretype is an interactive communication device that provides a means of communicating without using speech.  It was designed as a tool to connect the non-signing hearing community with the Deaf, Hard of Hearing and Speech disabled community.  Since it is a typing device, there are no additional skills needed other than the ability to type and understand a common written language.  Below are further details about this product.
Come to this Assistive Technology Day and learn more about this product in our Assistive Technology Showcase and then go to the CITA conference room where you will have a chance to try Interpretype and see for yourself how this product is beneficial in the workplace.
Interpretype is not meant to replace interpreters.  It was designed to fill the gap when interpreters are not readily available or impractical.  It is an ideal solution when a 24/7 communication solution is needed, when conversations are short or spontaneous, or when both parties prefer privacy or english text.
This event is free and no registration is required.  The length of this demonstration is every 30 min, starting at 9 a.m. the next at 9:30 a.m. and will be continuous throughout the day at the beginning of each half hour and ending at 3 p.m.  This event is not an all day demonstration but was designed for you to come in and spend 30 minutes to learn about this technology.  If you come in during the demonstration you can stay till the next presentation begins then leave when the information is repeated.
SIGN LANGUAGE INTERPRETERS, etc: There will be sign language interpreters during the demonstration from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.  Assistive Listening Devices will be available from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Please distribute this announcement to personnel within your agency so that everyone can benefit from this event. 

DATE:  Wednesday, May 19, 2004 

TIME:  9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

LOCATION: U.S. General Services Administration (Central Office) 
          1800 F. Street, NW 
          Room 1216 
          Washington, DC  20405 

Who can attend:  Government employees and individuals interested in technology for persons with disabilities. 

Security Information:  All government employees with government ID's can proceed through security checking station, non-government employees will have to sign in and have a CITA employee escort you to room 1216, the guard will call CITA for assistance.
Transportation:  Take the Metro, Orange or Blue line to Farragut West, exit the Metro on the 18th street side and walk south on 18th street about 4 blocks.  GSA is on the corner of 18th and F Street.  Main entrance is at the middle of the building on F Street.
Parking:  There are two parking garages on 18th street, one on the right and one on the left just as you pass F Street, between F and G streets.
What is Interpretype(r) ? 

Interpretype(r) consists of two pre-programmed laptop style computer devices. 
Each device has the ability to send and display typed messages to the other device. Once you log on, you have the ability to have a conversation by simply reading and typing.
Each Interpretype(r) device is also configured to communicate directly with any Windows PC after loading the included software. This allows
Interpretype(r) to become a computer peripheral device for communicating with the user of any workstation. It also gives the user the ability to capture and print conversations if desired.
User friendly. Customer friendly. Deaf friendly. 

Interpretype(r) was designed to aid in face-to-face communication. Each device is smaller than a standard laptop computer yet utilizes a full size keyboard for speed and accuracy in typing. The screen is relatively small and has a low profile that enables users to maintain eye contact for a more personal interaction.
Interpretype(r) is configured to communicate through a single cable and can be powered by batteries if desired. This allows Interpretype(r) plenty of versatility regarding placement in a business environment. They will accommodate virtually any sales counter or professional desk. Because they are so portable, users can pack or unpack a pair of devices in about 20 seconds.
Interpretype(r) the conversation piece? is the perfect 24/7 communication solution for permanent or portable applications.
For further information please contact Marilyn Estep, 202-501-3322 (voice) 202-501-2010 (TDD), or email: marilyn.estep@gsa.gov.
DISCLAIMER:  GSA, CITA does not endorse the products mentioned above or any other products displayed or demonstrated in their Assistive Technology Showcase. All references to products are solely for the purpose of educating the workforce on assistive technology products for persons with disabilities.
